Creating Code Lists for Datastream
In Datastream, all company tickers are preceded by a country designation except for British stocks. For stocks traded on the New York Stock Exchange or the American Stock Exchange, the ticker is preceded by U:. For stocks traded on the Nasdaq Stock Exchange, the ticker is preceded by @. Datastream does occasionally use a variation.  The following procedure works for 95% of live stocks.  To find codes for dead stocks see http://firestone.princeton.edu/econlib/ds2/deadstock.htm.  For example, IBM's Datastream code is U:IBM and Microsoft's is @MSFT. Since all codes must be preceded by a quote and followed by a quote and a comma, use concatenate.  Copy and paste the column of tickers into column b.  In the first cell of column a enter “U: and then move your cursor along the right edge of the cell until you see a black plus sign.  When you see that, drag the plus sign down the number of cells that you have in the ticker column (b).  When you release the button, Excel will auto-fill the column with “U:.  In column c repeat the procedure using ”,.  
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Now select the first cell in column d and click the function button at the top of the worksheet.   When the insert function box appears, type in concatenate and hit enter.  Type in a1 in the first box and b1 in the second box and c1 in the third box and hit o.k.  
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This will add the three columns together.  Then move the cursor over the cell edge until you see the black plus sign again and double click.  This will auto-fill the formula for the entire column.
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