BRITISH PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS

LEGAL PERSPECTIVE
SELECTED SOURCES

GUIDES

Legal Research Guides

Guy Holborn, Butterworth’s Legal Research Guide
KD392.H65 2001  SSRC Reference

Chapters 3 and 4 on Legislation and Background to Legislation are particularly useful.

Dane & Thomas, How to Use a Law Library
KD392 .D36 2001  SSRC Reference

See Chapter 6 on Government Publications and Chapter 4 on Legislation.

Researching Primary Legislation of the United Kingdom

By Stephen Young

http://www.llrx.com/features/uklegis.htm
Moys, Manual of Law Librarianship
Z675.L2 M27 1986  SSRC Reference

Ernst, A Finding Guide To British Legal Sources In Firestone Library
KD56 .P74 1985 General and Humanities Reference and SSRC Reference

Primarily useful for locating a known statute set, case reporter or treatise published prior to 1900.

General Guides

Ford, A Guide to Parliamentary Papers (1972)

Z2009 . A1F6 1972  SSRC Reference and Firestone (F)

A bit dated but a good analysis of historical print sources.

D. Butcher, Official Publications in Britain
Z2009 .B93 1991

Web Guides to British Parliamentary Papers

University of California Berkeley

http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/doemoff/gov_bpp.html
Yale University

http://www.library.yale.edu/rsc/history/british/parlpubs.html
Indiana University - Bloomington

http://www.indiana.edu/~libgpd/brit.html#jour
University of Glasgow

http://www.lib.gla.ac.uk/Docs/Guides/ukpubs.html
Parliamentary Process

The Electronic Parliament: Resources for Tracking U.K. Legislation

By Stephen Young
http://www.llrx.com/features/e_parliament.htm
Parliamentary Stages of a Government Bill

House of Commons Factsheet L1

http://www.parliament.uk/commons/lib/fs01.pdf
Parliament Factsheets

http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_publications_and_archives/factsheets.cfm
Factsheets are available on various aspects of Parliament and the legislative process in the United Kingdom.

LOCATING LEGISLATION

Acts of Parliament

http://www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/acts.htm
Full text from 1988 forward; available by name of act or number of act

Public General Acts and Measures

KD124 .G74 Firestone (F)

1887 – current

Equivalent to United States Statutes at Large

Statutes of the Realm

Oversize 1421.411.407f  Firestone (F)

Microforms MICROFILM S00656

Covers 1235 – 1713

Statutes at Large

This is the generic term for various sets containing historical statutes.  Three of the more important are listed below.  See Chapter 7, Historical Sources in Moys’ Manual of Law Librarianship for more detailed information.

Tomlins and Raithby, Statutes at Large from Magna Charta to the Union 41 George III

7892.05 Firestone (F)

Pickering, Statutes at Large from Magna Charta to 1761

7892.03  Firestone (F)

Statutes at Large  (1807 – 1869)

7892.04  Firestone (F)

Halsbury’s Statutes of England and Wales

LexisNexis Commercial contains Halsbury’s Statutes (British statutes); LexisNexis Academic does not.

Statutory Instruments

http://www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/stat.htm
Statutory Instruments are the British equivalent of U.S. federal regulations.

SESSIONAL PAPERS

House of Commons Sessional Papers

0844.____ (both Oversize and regular stacks)

Print Holdings: 1804 – 1983.

The papers for 1840-1966/67 are cataloged separately for each session

MICROFICHE 838 Holdings: 1731 – 1900 and 1979/1980 -- current.

House of Lords Sessional Papers

Oversize 0844.1302q (reprint)

Coverage: 1714-1760, 1781-1805

0844.____

Holdings: 1804 – 1984/1985.

The papers for 1804 -1966/67 are cataloged separately for each session (cf. clas nos.: 0844.13041q-0844.15051q and 0844.20022-0844.44011).

MICROFICHE 838  1731 – 1900 (included in House of Commons Sessional Papers)

MICROFICHE 839  1976/77-1981/82; 1984/85- current

BILLS

UK Parliament website

http://www.parliament.uk/bills/bills.cfm
Current bills before Parliament

House of Commons Weekly Information Bulletin

J301 .xK8  Firestone (F)

Holdings: 1978 forward

http://www.parliament.the-stationery-office.co.uk/pa/cm/cmwib.htm
Coverage: October 1996 – present

JOURNALS

Journals of the House of Commons

Oversize 08402.41f

Holdings: 1547 – 1852

MICROPRINT Holdings: 1547 – 1900

Journals of the House of Lords

Oversize 08401.41f

Holdings: 1510 - 1852

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

Cobbett’s Parliamentary History of England

0841.01  Firestone (F)

36 volumes covering debates through 1803.

Parliamentary Debates (Hansard). House Of Commons Official Report

0841.02 Commons

Holdings: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th Series  (1803 – present)

The Parliamentary Debates (Hansard). House Of Lords Official Report

0841.02 Lords

Holdings: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th Series (1803 – present)

House of Lords Debates are interspersed with the House of Commons volumes until 1909 when the series split into two parts.  Index for each session.

GENERAL INDEXES

Electronic

Indexes of British Parliamentary Papers (CD-ROM)

Available on LibraryWeb computers from Article Indexes List

Coverage:  
House of Commons (1801 – 1944/45)



House of Lords (1801 – 1922)

BOPCRIS

http://www.bopcris.ac.uk/
A free web site that indexes approximately 23,000 of the quarter million Parliamentary documents 

Command Papers

HMSO Command Papers List

http://www.hmso.gov.uk/information/cmpapers/cm_num.htm

Covers late 2001 to present

TSO Command Papers List

http://www.official-documents.co.uk/menu/command.htm
Covers 1994 to present

British Command Papers : A Numerical Finding List 1962/63-1976/77

Z2009 .D5 1971 Suppl.

Copies in (F) and (DR)

A Numerical Finding List Of British Command Papers Published 1833-1961/62

Z2009 .D5 (DR)

04065.406.31 Firestone (F)

J.E. Pemberton, British Official Publications, 2nd ed.

Z2009.P45 1973

Includes Concordance of Command Papers, 1873 - 1972

General – Selected 

A General Index To The Sessional Papers 

Oversize J301 .J621q  (DR)

Coverage: 1714 - 1884

General Index to the Accounts and Papers, Reports Of Commissioners, Estimates Etc. 

Oversize J301 .xM3 1938q  (DR)

Coverage: 1801-1852

A General Index To The Sessional Papers Printed By Order Of The House Of Lords Or Presented By Special Command. 1801-1859.

Oversize J301 .J6q  (DR)

Subject Catalogue Of The House Of Commons Parliamentary Papers, 1801-1900

Z2019 .C63 1988  (DR)

5 volume set

Ford’s, A Breviate Of Parliamentary Papers

JN549 .F59  (Covers 1900-1916)

JN549 .F6 1969 (Covers 1917-1939)

JN549 .F62  (Covers 1940-1954)

All are located in DR; additional copies in Firestone Library (F).

Select List Of British Parliamentary Papers, 1955-1964 

Z2009 .xF6 (DR)

Ford List Of British Parliamentary Papers, 1965-1974

Z2009.A1 F59  (DR)

Ford List Of British Parliamentary Papers, 1974-1983

Z2009 .F67  Firestone (F)

Catalogue of British parliamentary papers in the Irish University Press 1000-volume series and area studies series, 1801-1900

Oversize Z2019 .I72 1977q (DR)
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