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BACKGROUND
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. Sec. 552 

Text from the Department of Justice website:

http://www.usdoj.gov/04foia/foiastat.htm
NARA's FOIA Regulations 36 CFR 1250
http://www.archives.gov/about_us/regulations/part_1250.html
DATABASES

Declassified Documents Reference System (DDRS)
Publisher: Thomson / Gale

Subscription Database

Coverage: Post World War II through 1970s
Print equivalents:

Declassified documents, retrospective collection 
(SSRC, Index Table). 2 volumes, 2 copies

pt.1 Catalog of abstracts. pt.2 Cumulative subject index

Z1223 .Z7 D36

Indexes: fiche in Microfiche cabinet 74 (SSRC, back elevator).

The retrospective collection was issued by Carrollton Press in 1976.  The set covers post WWII to 1975.  Some documents were released under the “mandatory review” provisions and others under FOIA. Includes a number of federal agencies, State Department documents arranged by country, and some Miscellaneous agencies, boards, and commissions.  Fiche are arranged by the page number and letter corresponding to the book index (ex. pg. 237, A).  On each page, the individual documents are lettered A, B, C,...

Declassified documents, quarterly catalog (v.1-11)

The Declassified documents catalog (v.12 (1986)-v.23 (1997))
(SSRC, Index Table)

Z12236 .Z9 D4

Indexes: fiche in Microfiche cabinet 74 (SSRC, back elevator).

The retrospective collection ends in 1974 and continues in 1975 by the quarterly catalogue. This supplement ceases in paper format in 1997.  From 1998 forward, the documents are ONLY indexed online by the DDRS, U.S. (Online).  However, the fiche is still being issued.  Currently we have holdings in fiche through 2004. Gale assumed the paper publication from Carrollton Press in 1982.  Indexing in DDRS Online begins in 1982. There is a change in indexing style with the change in publisher. Instead of using page numbers, a corresponding fiche number is assigned. The abstracts supplied by Research Publishers (now Gale) are less descriptive than with the earlier volumes. They describe DDRS as follows:
This unique reference product involves indexing, abstracting, and capturing on microfiche a large selection of U.S. government documents obtained from presidential libraries. These libraries receive declassified documents from various government agencies, including the White House, the CIA, the FBI, the State Department, and others. As researchers visit these presidential libraries and request documents, the libraries photocopy and  provide them to us for filming. The result is a collection of more than 75,000 documents, consisting of more than 465,000 pages, that has literally been built by researchers themselves for nearly two decades. 
Department of Justice Reading Room (as of 1/23/04)

http://foia.fbi.gov/foiaindex.htm
Free on the web. An alphabetical list of famous and infamous persons, groups, and events.

Description from website:

The FBI Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Reading Room is located within the J. Edgar Hoover Building at FBI Headquarters, Washington, D.C. Thousands of pages of frequently requested FBI documents that have been released under the provisions of the FOIA are stored in the Reading Room. The FBI has converted many of these documents to an electronic format (PDF) and they may be viewed on this website. The documents available in the Reading Room are listed below, with those available on-line hyperlinked (underlined). In the case of voluminous pages, only summaries or excerpts from the documents are on-line”
National Security Archive  : The George Washington University

Provider: George Washington University
Free on the web: http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/index.html
Description from the “About” page:
The Archive is simultaneously a research institute on international affairs, a library and archive of declassified U.S. documents obtained through the Freedom of Information Act, a public interest law firm defending and expanding public access to government information through the FOIA, and an indexer and publisher of the documents in books, microfiche, and electronic formats. The Archive's approximately $2.3 million yearly budget comes from publication revenues and from private philanthropists such as the Carnegie Corporation, the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation and the Ford Foundation.  As a matter of policy, the Archive receives no government funding. 
The National Security Archive was founded in 1985 by a group of journalists and scholars who had obtained documentation from the U.S. government under the Freedom of Information Act and sought a centralized repository for these materials. Over the past decade, the Archive has become the world's largest non governmental library of declassified documents. Located on the seventh floor of the George Washington University's Gelman Library in Washington, D.C., the Archive is designed to apply the latest in computerized indexing technology to the massive amount of material already released by the U.S. government on international affairs, make them accessible to researchers and the public, and go beyond that base to build comprehensive collections of documents on specific topics of greatest interest to scholars and the public. 

The Archive's holdings include more than two million pages of accessioned material in over 200 separate collections. Supporting some 30 terminals, the Archive's computer system hosts major databases of released documents (over 100,000 records), authority files of individuals and organizations in international affairs (over 30,000 records), and FOIA requests filed by Archive staff and outside requesters on international affairs (over 20,000 records).
Digital National Security Archive (DNSA)
Publisher:  ProQuest Information and Learning Company
Subscription Database

Description from the ProQuest:
DNSA is comprised of twenty collections, each focused on a single topic:

· Afghanistan: The Making of U.S. Policy, 1973–1990 

· The Berlin Crisis, 1958–1962 

· China and the United States: From Hostility to Engagement, 1960–1998 

· The Cuban Missile Crisis, 1962 

· El Salvador: The Making of U.S. Policy, 1977–1984 

· El Salvador: War, Peace, and Human Rights, 1980–1994 

· Iran: The Making of U.S. Policy, 1977–1980 

· The Iran-Contra Affair: The Making of a Scandal 

· Iraqgate: Saddam Hussein, U.S. Policy and the Prelude to the Persian Gulf War, 1980–1994 

· Japan and the United States: Diplomatic, Security, and Economic Relations, 1960–1976 

· Nicaragua: The Making of U.S. Policy, 1978–1990 

· The Philippines: U.S. Policy during the Marcos Years, 1965–1986 

· Presidential Directives on National Security from Truman to Clinton 

· South Africa: The Making of U.S. Policy, 1962–1989 

· The Soviet Estimate: U.S. Analysis of the Soviet Union, 1947–1991 

· U.S. Espionage and Intelligence, 1947–1996 

· The U.S. Intelligence Community, 1947–1989 

· U.S. Military Uses of Space, 1945–1991 

· U.S. Nuclear History: Nuclear Arms and Politics in the Missile Age, 1955–1968 

· U.S. Nuclear Non-Proliferation Policy, 1945–1991 

Each collection contains a diverse range of policy documents including presidential directives, memos, diplomatic dispatches, meeting notes, independent reports, briefing papers, White House communications, email, confidential letters and other secret material. Additionally, contextual and reference supplements are provided for each collection, including general introductory material, a chronology, glossary and bibliography. Documents have been selected and identified by leading scholars in each of the topic areas covered and have been indexed to permit item and page-level searching across more than 20 combinable fields. In its totality, DNSA offers the most powerful research and teaching tool available in the area of U.S. foreign policy, intelligence and security issues during this pivotal period of twentieth-century history.
Foreign Relations of the United States

Fulltext Online from the University of Wisconsin-Madison: 
http://libtext-dev.library.wisc.edu/FRUS/ (1863 pt.1 to 1956 v.16)
Listing of all volumes printed from the State Department: http://state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/ 

Paper equivalent: (F) 1096.922.7.  Library has: 1870-1931 (Lacks many years)
Description from UW-M:  
This digital facsimile of Foreign Relations of the United States is a project of the University of Wisconsin-Madison Libraries in collaboration with the University of Illinois at Chicago Libraries. This is an incomplete run from 1863-1958 with missing volumes being added as they can be acquired and processed

MICROFICHE HOLDINGS

In addition to the DDRS collection that is online and in micro, noted above, the following publishers produce microfiche collections of declassified documents. Finding them represented in the catalog can be problematic.  
Scholarly Resources – Confidential files / FBI Archives from NARA
Search the Main Catalog for the subject:
United States. Federal Bureau of Investigation--Archives.
And “Refine your search” to the Medium = Micro to find FBI files on many popular persons such as Joseph McCarthy, W. E. B. Du Bois, and Abbie Hoffman.

Example:

The official & confidential files of FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover [microform].

MICROFILM 10682; 6 microfilm reels ; 35 mm. + guide

University Publications of America  -- Confidential files / Dept. of State Archives
Search the Main Catalog for the subject:

United States. Dept. of State--Archives.
And “Refine your search” to the Medium = Micro to find Dept. of State central files for a variety of countries such as Cuba, the Soviet Union, and Vietnam.

OR

Search “Confidential U.S. State Department Central Files” as a phrase, keyword anywhere.

OR

Search “National Security Files” as a phrase, keyword anywhere.  Princeton owns NSFs for Kennedy and Johnson.

OR

Search “Documents of the National Security Council” as phrase, keywords anywhere.
GUIDES
A citizen's guide on using the Freedom of Information Act and the Privacy Act of 1974 to request government records : first report
Washington : U.S. G.P.O., 2003.

Accessible via the Main Catalog.

Paper: (DOCS) Y 1.1/8:108-172

Electronic (pdf):  http://www.fas.org/sgp/foia/citizen.pdf
FOIA Manual [electronic resource].  

[Washington, D.C.] : National Labor Relations Board, [2004?]

Accessible via the Main Catalog.

Procedural portion: http://www.nlrb.gov/nlrb/about/foia/procedural_manual.asp .

Substantive portion: http://www.nlrb.gov/nlrb/about/foia/substantive_manual.asp
Freedom of Information Act guide & Privacy Act overview

Dept. of Justice : For sale by the Supt. of Docs., U.S. G.P.O., 1992-

Accessible via the Main Catalog

Paper: (DOCS) J 1.8/2:F 87/

Electronic: http://www.usdoj.gov/04foia/04_7.html
Guidebook to the Freedom of Information and Privacy Acts
(SSRC) KF5733 .G85 2001, 2 volumes, loose-leaf
This set, published by West Group, is updated annually (currently through April, 2004), “explains the Freedom of Information Act and the Privacy Act and shows the reader how to obtain information under both” (from the Preface).  
See the Department of State’s “FOIA Reference Materials” for a nice array of guides including: 

· DOJ FOIA Guide (May 2002)
The "FOIA Guide" is an extensive discussion of the Act's exemptions and its procedural aspects that is prepared by the Department of Justice's Office of Information and Privacy every two years.

· DOJ Privacy Act Overview (May 2002) 
The "Overview of the Privacy Act of 1974" is a discussion of the Privacy Act's disclosure prohibition, its access and amendment provisions, and its agency recordkeeping requirements.
· Freedom of Information Case List (May 2002)
A compilation of judicial decisions, both published and unpublished, under the Freedom of Information Act, the Privacy Act of 1974, the Government in the Sunshine Act, and the Federal Advisory Committee Act.

· Your Right to Federal Records (2002) http://www.pueblo.gsa.gov/cic_text/fed_prog/foia/foia.htm
This pamphlet is a joint publication of the Department of Justice and the General Services Administration concerning both the FOIA and the Privacy Act.

· A Citizen's Guide to the FOIA (2003)
A guide to both the Freedom of Information Act and the Privacy Act prepared by the House Committee on Government Reform. 
National Archives and Record Administration Freedom of Information Act Reference Guide
http://www.archives.gov/research_room/foia_reading_room/foia_annual_report_2004.html
CURRENT AWARENESS
Documents are constantly being released.  As the DNSA and DDRS have lag periods, here are some key sites to learn about new documents and other secrecy issues that have been made available.
From the Department of Justice’s Page:

· FOIA Post
A Web-based replacement for FOIA Update, established by the Office of Information and Privacy in 2001. 

· FOIA Update
A newsletter containing FOIA information and guidance for federal agencies that was published by the Office of Information and Privacy from 1979-2000 (all issues compiled and keyword searchable). 

FAS (Federation of American Scientists)

Homepage: http://www.fas.org/main/home.jsp
Description from the website:

“The Federation of American Scientists is a nonprofit, tax-exempt, 501c3 organization founded in 1945 as the Federation of Atomic Scientists. Our founders were members of the Manhattan Project, creators of the atom bomb and deeply concerned about the impations of its use for the future of humankind. FAS is the oldest organization dedicated to ending the worldwide arms race and avoiding the use of nuclear weapons for any purpose”
Secrecy News (publication by the Federation of American Scientists) 
http://www.fas.org/sgp/news/secrecy/
Sign up for updates.   
Description from the website:

SECRECY NEWS is a email publication of the FAS Project on Government Secrecy. It provides informal coverage of new developments in secrecy, security and intelligence policies, as well as links to new acquisitions on our web site. It is published 2 to 3 times a week, or as events warrant.’

OMB Watch

http://www.ombwatch.org/info
See the tab on the hompage called “Right to Know”

Description from the website:

OMB Watch is a nonprofit research and advocacy organization dedicated to promoting government accountability and citizen participation in public policy decisions. This mission centers on four main areas: the federal budget; regulatory policy; public access to government information; and policy participation by nonprofit organizations. Located in Washington, D.C., OMB Watch was founded in 1983 to lift the veil of secrecy shrouding the powerful White House Office of Management and Budget (OMB).”

NARA Media Desk – Current Press Releases
http://www.archives.gov/media_desk/press_releases/press_releases.html
Updated frequently, this page notifies researchers of materials being released.  For example, on 5/20/04 they report:

The National Archives and Records Administration will release approximately 20,000 pages of transcripts of Dr. Henry Kissinger’s telephone conversations during his tenure as Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs (1969-74) and Secretary of State (1973-74) during the Nixon Administration. These telephone calls, which took place at various locations, were recorded between January 21, 1969-August 8, 1974
Researchers can sign up to receive press releases via email.

C. H. Michael 5/04  chmich@princeton.edu
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