My Favorite Print Sources (part 2)

1.  Elizabeth Bennett

The American Historical Association's Guide to Historical Literature. General

Editor, Mary Beth Norton; Associate Editor, Pamela Gerardi. New York: Oxford

University Press, 1995. 

General and Humanities Ref. (DR): Ready Reference. Firestone Z6201 .A55 1995

History Graduate Study Room (SH). Firestone C-Fl Z6201 .A55 1995

Although it is now becoming dated, the AHA's Guide to Historical Literature is the book I reach for most often. It contains 48 separate sections, which together cover all aspects of U.S. and world history. Each section consists of a historiographic essay and a selected bibliography of secondary works. It is valuable because it is selective - you can direct a student to any of the listed works with confidence that it is reliable and scholarly. It is therefore the ideal starting place for anyone exploring a new topic.

2.  John Hernandez

Matchette, Robert B.

Guide to Federal Records in the National Archives of the United States.

Washington, DC: National Archives and Records Administration, 1995.

General and Humanities Reference (DR) CD3026 1995

Established in 1934, the National Archives holds in trust for the American people a vast information resource dating back to the first Continental Congress. The National Archives comprises records from all three branches of the Federal government (executive, legislative, and judiciary) in paper and other formats, including film and electronic media. The wealth of documents maintained and made accessible by the National Archives provides a treasure trove of information on the history of the United States. 

The three-volume Guide to Federal Records includes descriptions of Federal records held in the Archives as of September 1, 1994. Arranged by record groups, the Guide replicates the arrangement of documents by provenance (the attributed agency that created or maintained the records). Each chapter covers a record group, indicating the name of the office or agency, the scope of the record collection, the administrative history of the entity, a listing of the types of records and in which NARA facility they are held, subgroups of records, finding aids, and related collections. For researchers in their quest to find primary U.S. government materials, the Guide serves as a crucial first step in determining where in the vast storehouse of documents they can begin to look. The Guide is also available online via the NARA website (www.archives.gov), where it is updated with entries since the publication of the print version. 

3.  Sandy Rosenstock
Encyclopedia of life writing : autobiographical and biographical forms / edited by Margaretta Jolly.  London : Fitzroy Dearborn, 2001.

General and Humanities Reference (DR).PR756.B56 E529 2001

This has proven very useful in many Freshman Writing Seminars and for the harried student who comes to the reference desk needing “a primary source, any primary source.”

According to the articulate and highly recommended “editor’s note,” entries fall into the following broad categories: genres; common themes in life writings; contexts and criticism; regional surveys; and writers and works.   Approaches of  several disciplines (literary criticism, anthropology, sociology, history, and more) are covered, as are non-western life writing and non-written “life stories” including oral history, art, and artifacts. 

The signed articles are written in English, but  bibliographies include references to the subject work(s)  in the original language as well as an English translation if available The entries are in a single alphabetical sequence, but multiple indexes (LOCATED IN THE FRONT OF THE FIRST VOLUME)  provide an extensive array of  access points. .  In addition to chronological and geographic indexes are FIFTEEN “other” indexes ranging from “Age- and Life-Stages” to  “Popular and Everyday Forms”  to “Social and Political Contexts.”

4.  Naz Pantaloni

Swindler, William Finley, Sources and Documents of United States Constitutions.  Dobbs Ferry, N.Y., Oceana Publications, 1973-1988.  11 volumes in 12.  Contents: 1. Alabama. Alaska. Arizona. Arkansas. California.--2. Colorado. Connecticut. Delaware. Florida. Georgia.--3. Hawaii. Idaho. Illinois, Indiana. Iowa.--4. Kansas. Kentucky. Maine. Maryland.--4A. Louisiana.--5. Massachusetts. Michigan. Minnesota. Mississippi. Missouri.--6. Montana. Nebraska. Nevada. New Hampshire. New Jersey.--7. New Mexico. New York. North Carolina. North Dakota. Ohio.--8. Oklahoma. Oregon. Pennsylvania. Rhode Island. South Carolina.--9. South Dakota. Tennessee. Texas. Utah. Vermont.--10. Virginia. Washington. Wisconsin. Wyoming.--11. Bibliography.  (SSRC) KF 4530 .S94

This publication provides the text of historic state constitutional and pre-constitutional documents.  In most cases only an abstract or outline of the state’s current constitution is included.  For each state there are: 1.) one or more tables summarizing the documents that comprise the constitutional history of the state, and comparing the provisions of succeeding constitutions or laws; 2.) a brief account of the pre-colonial or pre-territorial history of the state; 3.) an introductory note for each of the documents reproduced in the territorial and statehood periods; 4.) selective editorial commentary on the meaning and significance of certain passages within each document; 5.) a selected bibliography on the constitutional history of each state; and 6.) an index-digest for the constitutions of that state.

Swindler, William Finley, Sources and Documents of United States Constitutions, 2nd series.  Dobbs Ferry, N.Y., Oceana Publications, 1982-1987. 4 volumes.  Contents:  v. 1. National documents, 1492-1800 -- v. 2. National documents, 1801-1825 -- v. 3. National documents, 1826-1900 -- v. 4. National documents, 1901-1977.  Location:  KF 4530 .S68 1982 (SSRC).

The second series compiles significant instruments (including treaties, major legislation and significant judicial opinions) relating to the constitutional development of the nation generally, rather than directly or specifically relevant to a single state, from 1492 through most of the 20th century.  A separate table listing all of the documents from both series in chronological order is included in the first volume of the second series.
SEE ALSO:

Avalon Project at Yale Law School (http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/avalon.htm):  includes historic documents on law, history and diplomacy (pre-18th century to 21st century). 
For the text of current state constitutions see:

Constitutions of the United States, national and state, 2nd ed.  Dobbs Ferry, N.Y.: Oceana Publications, 1974-, 7 volumes.  Location: KF4530 .C6 1974 (SSRC).

Lexis-Nexis State Capital, which includes notes of judicial opinions.

State government websites, which can be found under “Resources by Jurisdiction” on www.findlaw.com.

Other print sources for historical research on state constitutions:

A Bibliography on State Constitutions and Constitutional Revision, 1945-1975, by A. Sturm (1975).  Location: KF4529 .S87 (Firestone)

The Law of the Federal and State Constitutions of the United States, by F. Stimson (1908).  Location:  MICROFILM 02942 (Microforms Services)

Federal and State Constitutions, by F. Thorpe (1909).  Contains parallel studies of state constitutions. Locations:  75831 (Forrestal); MICROFILM 06334 (Microforms Services). 

State Constitutions, by C. Kettleborough (1918).  Location: 7583.01.519 (Firestone).

“Constitutions of the States and United States,” in volume 3 of Reports by the New York Constitutional Convention Committee (1938). Has index volume to the constitutions of all of the states circa 1938.  Location: 7583.41.01.6886 (Annex A, Forrestal: Locked Books (L)).
