History before 1900: A guide to resources

A general guide
The American Historical Association's guide to historical literature / general editor, Mary Beth Norton; associate editor, Pamela Gerardi. 3rd ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 1995.  

General and Humanities Ref. (DR): Ready Reference. Z6201 .A55 1995 

Note: getting dated, must supplement with catalog/database searches
Some important web sites
American Historical Association http://www.historians.org
H-Net http://www.h-net.org
History Resources (Princeton) http://libweb.princeton.edu/help/research/history/
Major journals and databases
JSTOR has good coverage of history and history of science, including both American Historical Review  (to 1999 -- current issues are available the the History Cooperative) and Isis (to 2001 -- current issues from U. of Chicago online)
America History & Life


America: History and Life covers the history of the United States and Canada from prehistory to the present. Published since 1964, the database comprises over 490,000 bibliographic entries for periodicals dating back to 1954.
Historical Abstracts
Historical Abstracts covers the history of the world from 1450 to the present (excluding the United States and Canada, which are covered in America: History and Life). Currently over 2,000 journals published throughout the world are indexed in the database. Published since 1954.
Francis (useful for European history topics)  

FRANCIS covers humanities, social sciences, and economics. While FRANCIS is most useful for coverage of literature, there is good information on social, economic and intellectual history. FRANCIS is produced by the Institut de l'Information Scientifique et Technique du Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (INIST-CNRS) and covers 1984 to the present.
Book reviews in history
Finding Book Reviews in History: http://libweb.princeton.edu/help/research/history/tips/bkreviews.php
Databases and reference tools for specific times and places
Ancient history
Best databases:

· L’année philologique

· Historical Abstracts

The Cambridge ancient history. London: Cambridge University Press, 1970-  

General and Humanities Reference (DR) D57 .C252  

Location Has: Vol. 1-v. 14 (v. 12  is not yet published)

The Oxford classical dictionary. Edited by Simon Hornblower and Antony Spawforth. 3rd ed. rev. Oxford; New York: Oxford University Press, 2003.  

General and Humanities Ref. (DR): Ready Reference DE5 .O9 1996  
Medieval history
Best databases:

· International Medieval Bibliography

· Historical Abstracts

· Iter

The Cambridge medieval history, planned by J. B. Bury, edited by H. M. Gwatkin [and] J. P. Whitney.  New York, Macmillan, 1911-36.  

General and Humanities Reference (DR) D117 .C3  

Location Has: Vol. 1-v. 3, v. 5-v. 8; Vol. 4 shelved under (DR) D117.C32  
Dictionary of the Middle Ages. Joseph R. Strayer, ed. New York: Scribner, [1982]-1989.  

General and Humanities Reference (DR) D114 .D5 1982  

Note: vol. 14, edited by Bill Jordan, is published but we do not have it yet.

Also useful: Catholic Encyclopedia, including the older editions (1907, 1967 -- current is 2003)
Early modern history
Encyclopedia of the Renaissance. Paul F. Grendler, editor in chief.  New York: Scribner's, 1999.  

General and Humanities Reference (DR) CB361 .E52 1999  

Location Has: Vol. 1-v. 6  
The Oxford encyclopedia of the Reformation. Hans J. Hillerbrand, editor in chief.  New York: Oxford University Press, 1996.  

General and Humanities Reference (DR) BR302.8 .O93 1996  
Modern history
The New Cambridge modern history. Cambridge [Eng.] University Press, 1957-79.  

General and Humanities Reference (DR) D208 .N4
Location Has: Vol. 1-v. 14  
Oxford history of modern Europe (Oxford University Press)

This is a series of individual volumes, generally on a country but sometimes on a topic. Each is cataloged separately.The older volumes are dated, but are still useful.

British history
Bibliography of British history (Oxford University Press)


This series of individual volumes, arranged chronologically to cover everything from the prehistory to 1989, has long been an essential guide to both secondary and primary sources. Note that the medieval volume is found under “Bibliography of English history.” 

Firestone stacks, cataloged separately
The dictionary of national biography. Edited by Sir Leslie Stephen and Sir Sidney Lee.  London: Oxford University Press, 1921-1927, 1960 printing.  

General and Humanities Reference (DR) DA28 .D47  

Note: forthcoming digital version is on order.

American history
Best databases:

America History & Life

The Reader's companion to American history / Eric Foner and John A. Garraty, editors; sponsored by the Society of American Historians. Boston: Houghton-Mifflin, c1991.  

General and Humanities Reference (DR) E174 .R43 1991  

Encyclopedia of American history. Edited by Richard B. Morris, associate editor, Jeffrey B. Morris.  Bicentennial ed. New York: Harper & Row, c1976.  

General and Humanities Reference (DR) E174.5 .M847 1976  

Note: the 1996 revision of this is missing.

Dictionary of American history. Stanley I. Kutler. 3rd ed.  New York: Thomson Learning, c2003.  Vol. 1-v. 10  
General and Humanities Reference (DR) E174 .D52 2003  

World history
Best databases:

· Historical Abstracts

· Index Islamicus

The Encyclopedia of Asian history. Prepared under the auspices of the Asia Society; editor in chief, Ainslie T. Embree; executive editor, Robin J. Lewis; editors, Richard W. Bulliet ... [et al.]. New York: Scribner, c1988.  

General and Humanities Reference (DR) E53 1988  

The Cambridge history of Africa.. General editors: J. D. Fage and Roland Oliver.  

London; New York: Cambridge University Press, 1975-1984.  

General and Humanities Reference (DR) DT20 .C28  

The Cambridge history of Latin America. Edited by Leslie Bethell.  Cambridge [Cambridgeshire]; New York: Cambridge University Press, 1984-  

General and Humanities Reference (DR) F1410 .C1834 1985  

The encyclopaedia of Islam. Leiden: Brill, various editions.

CD (1999) is in General and Humanities Reference (DR)  

Print (1986-2002) is in Near East Graduate Study Room (SNE)  DS37 .E523 1986  

and is more complete.

The New Cambridge history of India. Ed. Gordon Johnson , C.A. Bayly and John F. Richards. 2nd ed. Cambridge; New York: Cambridge University Press, 1994-  

General and Humanities Reference (DR) DS436 .N47 1994  

History of science
Best databases:

· History of Science, Technology, and Medicine [from RLG -- based on the ISIS bibliography] 

· Medline (Silver Platter or PubMed, but it’s easier to retrieve history of medicine from the Silver Platter interface)

for coverage before 1975, see:

ISIS cumulative bibliography (1913-1975)
History of Science Grad. Study Room (SSS) Z7405.H6 xI199  and Z7405.H6 xI2  

Encyclopaedia of the history of science, technology, and medicine in non-western cultures. Edited by Helaine Selin. Dordrecht; Boston: Kluwer Academic, 1997.  

General and Humanities Reference (DR) Q124.8 .E53 1997q  

Singer, Charles Joseph. A history of technology. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1954-1978.  

General and Humanities Reference (DR) T15 .S53  

Reader's guide to the history of science. Edited by Arne Hessenbruch.. London; Chicago: Fitzroy Dearborn, 2000.  

Firestone Library (F) Q125 .R335 2000  

Dictionary of scientific biography. Charles Coulston Gillispie, editor-in-chief.  

New York: Scribner, [1970- ]. (currently, vols. 1-18)

General and Humanities Reference (DR) Q141 .D5  

For more ideas, see “Reading the History of Western Science: A List of Good Places to Start” on the web site of the History of Science Society at http://www.hssonline.org/teach_res/index.html

Maps
I have a soft spot for Shepherd’s Historical Atlas, last revised in 1980 and now rather dated. History of Science Grad. Study Room (SSS) G1030 .S4 1980  

More current atlases can be found in that atlas case in DR, e.g.:
Historical atlas of the world. Skokie, Ill: Rand McNally, 1995
General and Humanities Reference (DR) Oversize G1030 .R36 1995q  
Biographical tools
Best databases:

· American National Biography
· World Biographical Index
· Biography Reference Bank
Primary sources
Getting Started on Your Senior Thesis: Finding Primary Sources in History http://libweb.princeton.edu/help/research/history/tips/senior_thesis.php
ArchivesUSA/Archival Resources


Both are useful, but by no means infallible, for identifying caches of primary sources for JP’s and senior theses. 
microfilm lists at http://libweb4.princeton.edu/help/research/history/microforms/
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Major Microfilm & Digital Primary Source Collections for History: 

periodicals & monographs in English
	before 1500

	Incunabula: The Printing Revolution in Europe, 1455-1500 (MICROFICHE 1545)

Goldsmith-Kress Library of Economic Literature (1460-1850)

Evans Digital Edition (1639-1800)

Landmarks of Sciences I & II



	1500-1700

	Early English Newspapers

Early English Books Online (1475-1700)

Evans Digital Edition (1639-1800)

Landmarks of Sciences I & II

Goldsmith-Kress Library of Economic Literature (1460-1850)



	1700-1800

	American Periodical Series Online (1740-1900)

Early English Newspapers

ECCO (Eighteenth Century Collections Online) (1701-1800)

Evans Digital Edition (1639-1800)

Times (London) Digital Archive (1785-1985)

Landmarks of Sciences I & II

Goldsmith-Kress Library of Economic Literature (1460-1850)



	1800-1900

	American Periodical Series Online (1740-1900)

Early English Newspapers

Proquest Historical Newspapers (1851-1980’s)

Times (London) Digital Archive (1785-1985)

Nineteenth-Century Masterfile (no full text, but still useful)

Landmarks of Sciences I & II

Goldsmith-Kress Library of Economic Literature (1460-1850)




American Periodical Series Online (1740-1900)


Film edition: MICROFILM S01434 

Individual records in the Main Catalog. 

Printed guide: FilmB Z6951.H65 

Series 1: 18th Century.  Series 2: 1800-1850.  Series 3: 1850-1900. 
Early English Newspapers (1603-1907)


Location: MICROFILM S0509


Individual records in the Main Catalog


Printed guide: FilmB Z6956.G6 R47 1983b 


English newspaper titles originally published between 1603 and 1907. A comprehensive collection of more than 800 early newspapers representing Britain and colonial possessions, excluding America. Most are from the eighteenth century, but seventeenth-century corantos, diurnals, and newsbooks are also included. Note: we have only unit 1-42; units 43-72 are listed in Main Catalog but we do not have the reels.
Early English Books Online (1475-1700)


Film edition: Film 0930.922 (Pollard) and Film 0419.922 (Wing)

Individual records in the Main Catalog

Printed guides: FilmB Z2002.P77 et seq. (shelved together)

Based on Pollard & Redgrave, Short-Title Catalogue of Books Printed in England [etc.] 1475-1640 and Wing, Short-Title Catalogue of Books Printed in England [etc.] 1641-1700. Also includes Thomason Tracts, 1640-1661.  See also RLIN’s online English Short Title Catalogue.

ECCO (Eighteenth Century Collections Online) (1701-1800)


Note: we have original print editions of many of the items in this collection. 

A digital edition of the Eighteenth Century Short Title Catalogue microfilm collection, based on based on The English Short Title Catalogue (ESTC), a machine-readable union list of the holdings of the British Library.  We do not hold the microfilm, but it is available at Rutgers. See also the printed guide to the microfilm collection,  Firestone Library (F)  Z2012 .E36 

Evans Digital Edition (1639-1800)


Film edition: MICROFICHE 802

Location Has: Evans I: numbers 1-49197

Evans II: see microprint numbers 1-51960 

Printed guides: Z1215 et seq. 

Early American Imprints 1639-1800 contains books, pamphlets and broadsides printed between 1639 and 1819 in the United States. Based on Evans, American Bibliography 1639-1800 and Shaw-Shoemaker, American Bibliography 1801-1819.  Evans Digital currently includes only Evans; Shaw-Shoemaker will be a separate product.

Goldsmiths’-Kress Library of Economic Literature (1460-1850)


Location: MICROFILM S00656  
Individual records in the Main Catalog

Printed guides: Z7164.E2 et seq. and Z7166.H33 (shelved together)

The Goldsmiths' Kress Library of Economic Literature contains microfilm editions of more than 60,000 economic and business primary sources from the last half of the 15th to the end of the 19th century.

Landmarks of Sciences I & II (1465-1926)

Location: Landmarks I: MICRO-PRINT I

Landmarks II: MICROFICHE 930 and Microfilm S01063

Individual records in the Main Catalog. For Landmarks II, see also http://www.library.pitt.edu/libraries/microforms/landmarks.html
Landmarks of Science consists of microcard editions of monographs and scientific journals from the 17th to the first half of the 19th centuries. 
Proquest Historical Newspapers (1851-1980’s)

Times (London) Digital Archive (1785-1985)

Major Microfilm & Digital Primary Source Collections for History: 

government documents in English
U.S. Congressional Committee Hearings on Microfiche (1833-1969)


Location: fiche cabinets on C floor.

Guide: use CIS Index in Lexis-Nexis
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