Last Updated March 17, 2003


LAW REFRESHER

REFERENCE TOOLS

Black’s Law Dictionary

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center, Ready Reference

KF156 .B53 1999  

The standard legal dictionary.

Bieber’s Dictionary of Legal Abbreviations

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)

KF246 .B46 2001

Useful for deciphering legal acronyms and abbreviations.

Uniform System of Citation (the Bluebook)

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center, Ready Reference  K50 .xU64

The blue pages in the back describe the primary sources of law (and their abbreviations) for each of the 50 states and many foreign nations.

U.S CONSTITUTION

United States Code Annotated (U.S.C.A.)

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center 

7691.922.23 [Note: shelved out of sequence]

First several volumes contain text of the U.S. Constitution and case annotations.

United States Code (U.S.C.)

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center 

KF62 2000 .A2 [Note: shelved out of sequence]

First volume contains the U.S. Constitution.

Analysis and Commentary

Nowak & Rotunda, Constitutional Law, 6th edition

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF) KF4550 .N6 2000

Rotunda & Nowak, Treatise on Constitutional Law, 3rd edition

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)  KF4550 .R63 1999

This multi-volume treatise is more detailed than the single volume treatise above and is updated by annual pocket parts.

Laurence H. Tribe, American Constitutional Law, 3rd edition

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)  KF4550 .T785 2000

Barron & Dienes, Constitutional Law in a Nutshell

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF) KF4550.Z9 B35 2003

CASE LAW - FEDERAL

United States Supreme Court

Case Reporters

· United States Reports (U.S.)

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF) 

7684.89.101.11 [Note: shelved out of sequence]

· United States Supreme Court Reports - Lawyers’ Edition (L.Ed.)

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)

7684.89.101 [Note: shelved out of sequence]

· Supreme Court Reporter (S.Ct.) 

Firestone Library [Note: recent gift; not yet cataloged]

Vols. 1 – 112 (1882 – 1991)

Electronic Databases

· LexisNexis Academic / Legal Research

· LexisNexis (commercial version)

· Westlaw Campus 

[SEE APPENDIX A FOR A COMPARISON OF LEXISNEXIS ACADEMIC, LEXISNEXIS COMMERICAL, AND WESTLAW CAMPUS]

U.S. Law Week 

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF) 

7680.922  [Note: shelved out of sequence]

A weekly digest of U.S. Supreme Court cases and related legal developments.

Internet Sources:

United States Supreme Court – Official Web Site

http://www.supremecourtus.gov/
Slip opinions and searchable docket available.

Supreme Court Collection, Legal Information Institute, Cornell University

http://supct.law.cornell.edu/supct/index.php
Findlaw Supreme Court Center

http://supreme.lp.findlaw.com/supreme_court/resources.html
U.S. Supreme Court Briefs

Landmark Briefs and Arguments of the United States Supreme Court

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)  

KF101.8 .K87 [Note: shelved out of sequence]

Transcripts of oral arguments and briefs for important cases (2-3 per term).  Index through 1990 term.

Records and Briefs of the Supreme Court of the United States

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)

Microfiche or Microcard  

1930 – 1973 (organized by U.S. citation)

1973 – current (organized by docket number)

1916 – 1957 – selected briefs in print located Offsite at Forrestal Annex A

LexisNexis Commercial contains U.S. Supreme Court briefs since 1993 and selected briefs since 1979.

Guide to Locating U.S. Supreme Court Briefs

http://www.law.suffolk.edu/library/newsletter/01dec/01dec5.html
A very brief guide on document delivery and electronic options for finding Supreme Court briefs.

U.S. Circuit Courts of Appeal

1st through 11th Circuit, D.C. Circuit, Federal Circuit

Case Reporter:

· Federal Reporter, 1st Series, 2nd Series, 3rd Series (F., F.2d, F.3d)

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)  

KF105 .F43  [Note: shelved out of sequence]

· Federal Cases (F.Cas.)

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)  

7685.338 [Note: shelved out of sequence]

Federal court decisions prior to 1880.

Electronic Databases

· LexisNexis Academic / Legal Research

· LexisNexis (commercial version)

· Westlaw Campus 

Internet Sources:

Federal Judiciary, Court Web Sites

http://www.uscourts.gov/links.html
U.S. District Courts

94 federal judicial districts within the United States

Case reporters

· Federal Supplement, 1st Series, 2nd Series (F.Supp., F. Supp.2d)

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)  

KF120 .F42  [Note: shelved out of sequence]

· Federal Reporter (F., F.2d, F.3d)

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)  

KF105 .F43  [Note: shelved out of sequence]


Contains federal district court opinions until 1932 when F.Supp. began.

Internet Sources:

Federal Judiciary, Court Web Sites

http://www.uscourts.gov/links.html
Federal Case Digests

Federal Digest

Firestone Library (F) 7683.34

Covers cases through 1939

Modern Federal Practice Digest

Firestone Library (F)  7683.34.64

Covers cases from 1940 through 1960

West’s Federal Practice Digest

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)

KF127 .W49  [Note: shelved out of sequence]

2nd Series - covers cases from 1961 through 1975

3rd Series – covers cases from 1975 through roughly 1990

4th Series -- covers cases from roughly 1990 to current


Use the Descriptive Word Index to locate the relevant subject heading and section.

An electronic version of the Federal Practice Digest is available on Westlaw Campus.

CASE LAW – STATES

Regional Reporters

Northeastern Reporter, First Series, Second Series (N.E., N.E. 2d) 

Covers state court opinions in IL, IN, MA, NY, OH

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF) 

7696.683, 7696.683.2 and KF135.N6 N63 [Note: shelved out of sequence]

Holdings begin with vol. 110

Atlantic Reporter, First Series, Second Series (A., A.2d) 
Covers state court opinions in CT, DE, ME, MD, NH, NJ, PA, RI, VT

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF) [Note: shelved out of sequence]

7683.134, 7683.134.2, and KF135.A7 A812

New Jersey Case Reporters

Supreme Court of New Jersey:

New Jersey Law Reports (1790-1948) (N.J.L.)
Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF) [Note: shelved out of sequence]

7785.7

New Jersey Equity Reports (1830-1948) (N.J. Eq.)

7785.37

New Jersey Miscellaneous Reports (1923-1949) (N.J. Misc.)


KFN1851 .A2

All three titles above are continued by: 

New Jersey Reports (1948-date) (N.J.)

7785.674

New Jersey Superior Courts (trial and intermediate appellate courts):

New Jersey Law Reports (1790-1948) (N.J.L.)
Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF) [Note: shelved out of sequence]

7785.7

New Jersey Equity Reports (1830-1948) (N.J. Eq.)

7785.37

New Jersey Miscellaneous Reports (1923-1949) (N.J. Misc.)

KFN1851 .A2

All three titles above are continued by: 

New Jersey Superior Court Reports (1948-date) (N.J. Super.)
7785.672
Other New Jersey Courts:

New Jersey Administrative Reports (1991-1996) (N.J. Admin. 2d)

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)

Oversize KFN2240 .A556q, Library has: v. 1- 24 

The New Jersey State Library owns the first series of the Administrative Reports.  The paper copy of the reports ceased in 1996. 

For 1997 and following, go to the Rutgers University Law School – Camden website: http://lawlibrary.rutgers.edu/oal/search.shtml 

New Jersey Tax Court Reports (1981+) (N.J. Tax.)

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF) [Note: shelved out of sequence]

KFN2270 .A517

New York Case Reporters

New York Court of Appeals:

New York Reports, First Series, Second Series (N.Y., N.Y.2d)
Firestone Library (F) 
7794.67

Or use the Northeastern Reporter, above 

Supreme Court, Appellate Division:

Appellate Division Reports, First Series, Second Series  (A.D., A.D.2d)

Firestone Library (F)
7794.89.3
Lower Courts

New York Miscellaneous Reports (Misc.)
(ReCAP) 

7794.895, v. 1 (1892)-208 (1955)

New York Miscellaneous Reports, Second Series (Misc.2d)
Firestone Library (F)  7794.895

Electronic Databases

· LexisNexis Academic / Legal Research

· LexisNexis (commercial version)

· Westlaw Campus 

STATE CASE DIGESTS

West's Atlantic Digest 2d.

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF) [Note: shelved out of sequence]

7683.133.2

Use this Digest to find cases by subject in the Atlantic Reporter, above.

American Digest, Century Edition

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF) [Note: shelved out of sequence]

7683.922.21

Abstracts of cases from 1658 to 1896.

American Digest 

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF) [Note: shelved out of sequence]

Decennial Edition, 1897 –1906  


7683.922.3

Second Decennial Edition, 1907 – 1916  

7683.922.31

Third Decennial Digest, 1916 – 1926  

7683.922.32

Fourth Decennial Digest, 1926 – 1936  

7683.922.321

Fifth Decennial Digest, 1936 – 1946  

7683.922.323

Sixth Decennial Digest, 1946 – 1956  

7683.922.324

Seventh Decennial Digest, 1956 – 1966

7683.922.325

Eighth Decennial Digest, 1966 – 1976

7683.922.328

Ninth Decennial Digest, Part I, 1976 – 1981
KF141 1976

Ninth Decennial Digest, Part II, 1981 – 1986
KF141 1981

Tenth Decennial Digest, Part I, 1986 – 1991
KF141 1986

Tenth Decennial Digest, Part II, 1991 – 1996
KF141 1991

Eleventh Decennial Digest, Part I, 1996 – 2001
KF141 2000

West’s General Digest, Supplement

KF141 Suppl.

STATE LEGAL RESEARCH GUIDES

New Jersey Legal Research Handbook, 3rd edition

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)

KFN1875 .A97 1997

New York Legal Research Guide, 2nd edition

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)

KFN5074 .G53 1998

FEDERAL STATUTES

Statutes at Large (Stat.)

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)

KF50 .xU5  [Note: shelved out of sequence]

Chronological publication of U.S. laws since 1789.  Organized by Public Law number (P.L., Pub. L.).

· Congressional Universe: Click on Laws then Statutes at Large

· PDF version at the Library of Congress (1789 through 1875)

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/lwsl.html
United States Code (U.S.C.) – official government publication

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF) 

KF62 2000 .A2 [Note: shelved out of sequence]

United States Code Annotated (U.S.C.A.) – published by West

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)

7691.922.23   [Note: shelved out of sequence]

Use the Popular Name Table to locate citations to “named” statutes; otherwise use the General Index.

United States Code Service (U.S.C.S.) – published by Lexis

[Note: Princeton does not own.]

Electronic Databases

· LexisNexis Academic / Legal Research

· LexisNexis (commercial version)

· Westlaw Campus 

FEDERAL REGULATIONS

Federal Register (Fed. Reg.)

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)

Microfiche Holdings: Jan. 1985 – current

Microforms, C Level


Holdings: 1936 – Dec. 1984

Firestone Library (F) 0800.017 

Holdings: 1960 – 1981

Offsite Forrestal Annex A

Holdings: March 1936 – 1959.

Annual Indexes

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center, Index Table

0800.017

Holdings: 1939 - current

CIS Federal Register Index

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center

KF70.A2 C57  [Note: shelved out of sequence]

Holdings: 1984 - 1998

Code of Federal Regulations (C.F.R.)

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)

7691.259.11 [Note: shelved out of sequence]

Electronic Databases

· LexisNexis Academic / Legal Research

· LexisNexis (commercial version)

· Westlaw Campus 

· Hein On Line

· Federal Register – vol. 32 (1967) through vol. 45 (1980)

· GPO Access http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/index.html
Federal Register – vol 60 (1995) through current

Code of Federal Regulations – portion of 1996, 1997 through current

STATE STATUTES AND REGULATIONS

New Jersey

New Jersey Statutes Annotated (N.J.S.A.)

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)

KFN1830 1937 .A42 [Note: shelved out of sequence]

New Jersey Administrative Code (N.J.A.C.) – paper copy cancelled
Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)

KFN1835 1995 .A22q [Note: shelved out of sequence]

New Jersey Register (N.J.R.)
Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)

Oversize KFN2240 .A86q [Note: shelved out of sequence]

Holdings: Sept. 1969 – current

Acts of the Legislature of the State of New Jersey

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)

7787.07 [Note: shelved out of sequence]

Holdings: 1776 through current

These are the session laws for New Jersey.

Pennsylvania and New York

Laws of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Firestone Library (F)  7813.12 

Holdings: 1861-2001, no. 116 

Princeton does not have Purdon’s Pennsylvania Statutes Annotated by West in paper.  There is no official web version of the Pennsylvania consolidated or session laws.

Laws of the State of New York passed at the sessions of the Legislature

Firestone Library (F).  7795.35

Holdings: 35th session (1812)- 223rd session (2000)

Princeton does not have McKinney’s Consolidated Laws of New York Annotated by West in paper.  

Electronic Databases (all states)

· LexisNexis Academic / Legal Research / State Codes (must pick a state) 

· LexisNexis State Capital Universe / State Statutes by Keyword (can search multiple states simultaneously) 

· LexisNexis State Capital Universe / Regulations 

· Westlaw Campus: choose “State Statutes” or “State Administrative Codes”.  You may search State Statutes simultaneously, but must choose a state for the Administrative Code search.

Internet Sources:

New Jersey State Legislature:

http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/
Scroll down on the left hand side for a browsable version of the State Statutes; you can do a keyword search, if you prefer.  There are also Chapter Laws (a.k.a. “session laws”) from 1996+.  Chapter Laws show the laws as they appear when they were passed (a chronological listing), as compared to the NJSA that compiles the statutes with amendments and annotations by subject. You cannot browse the Titles (ex. 2:A) in Lexis Academic or Westlaw. Additionally, this site is free to the public.  Bills are available back to 1996 as well.

New York Laws

http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?sl=0
From the State Assembly, you can view the consolidated laws, unconsolidated laws, or search by chapter number (for 2002).  You can search for current bills by keyword or number from this site.

SHEPARDIZING / UPDATING

LexisNexis Academic / Legal Research

Shepardize U.S. Supreme Court citations only

LexisNexis (commercial version)

Shepard’s for all cases and statutes available

Shepard’s United States Citations

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)

KF101.2 .S54 1994  [Note: shelved out of sequence]


Use to update U.S. Supreme Court opinions.

Shepard’s Federal Citations

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)

KF105.2 .S42 1995  [Note: shelved out of sequence]


Use to  update decisions of the Circuit Courts of Appeal and federal district courts.

Shepard’s New Jersey Citations

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)

KFN1859 .S453 1994 [Note: shelved out of sequence] 


Use to update New Jersey state court opinions.

Westlaw – KeyCite


West’s version of Shepard’s available partially through Westlaw Campus
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

LexisNexis Congressional

Full-text of most Congressional documents (reports, hearings, bills, Public Laws) available from late 1980’s to current depending on the type of document.

CIS Index

Electronic index of Congressional documents from 1970 to present.  

Congressional Indexes, 1789 – 1969

Electronic index of Congressional documents, but not as rich or in-depth as the CIS Index.  Nevertheless, a very useful resource for locating documents prior to 1970.

CIS Index

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center  

KF49 .C62 [Note: shelved out of sequence]

Index of Congressional documents from 1970 forward.

Thomas, Library of Congress

http://thomas.loc.gov/
Contains full text of bills, Public Laws, committee reports from recent Congresses; bill status and summary reports

United States Code, Congressional and Administrative News (USCCAN)

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)  

KF48 .xU55 [Note: shelved out of sequence]

Began coverage in 1944 (78th Congress, 2nd Session).  Provides edited versions of key Congressional documents related to selected Public Laws.

SECONDARY SOURCES

Legal Encyclopedias

West’s Encyclopedia of American Law

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)

KF154 .W47 1997

A basic description of major areas of U.S. law.

Corpus Juris Secundum (C.J.S.)

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)

7607.269 [Note: shelved out of sequence]

A more comprehensive treatment of U.S. law, focusing on case analysis.

American Jurisprudence 2nd (Am. Jur., Am. Jur. 2d)

Electronic version available on Westlaw Campus.  Competing product to Corpus Juris Secundum.

American Law Reports

Firestone Library (F)

ALR, ALR 2nd: 7683.1227

ALR 3rd: 7683.123

ALR 4th: 7683.1232

ALR 5th: 7683.1234

Federal: Princeton does not own in paper

Not updated.

Electronic version (including updates) available on Westlaw Campus
Collection of well-researched articles on selected legal topics.

Journals

[SEE APPENDIX B FOR A DETAILED COMPARISON OF THE DATABASES]

Indexes

· Index to Legal Periodicals and Books– US law reviews since 1980

· Legaltrac – US law reviews and legal newspapers since 1980; selected UK and Australian law journals

· Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals – selected foreign law periodicals and US law reviews focused on international law since 1985

· Periodical Contents Index – historical periodicals index

· Jones and Chipman Index – historical legal periodicals index

Full-text Databases

· Hein On Line – US law reviews since 19th century 

· Westlaw Campus – US law reviews since 1980’s

· LexisNexis Academic / Legal Research – US law reviews and legal newspapers since 1980’s

NOTE: Westlaw Campus and LexisNexis Academic contain many of the same law journals; however, some law journals are unique to one database or the other.  For completeness, check both databases.

Index to Legal Periodicals and Books

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)

KF8 .I523  [Note: shelved out of sequence]

Holdings: 1908 - 1982

Electronic version begins in 1980

Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)

04939.489  [Note: shelved out of sequence]

Holdings: 1960 – 2001

Electronic version begins in 1985

Index to Legal Periodical Literature

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)

7603.502  [Note: shelved out of sequence]

Also known as the Jones and Chipman Index; electronic version available.

Nutshells

These brief guides to selected areas of the law are not scholarly works, but provide an overview of the key legal principles and highlight the important cases and statutes.  

Administrative law and process in a nutshell / by Gellhorn & Levin.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KF5402.Z9 G4 1997

Advanced criminal procedure in a nutshell / by Cammack & Garland.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KF9619.3 .C36 2001

American Indian law in a nutshell / by Canby,Jr.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KF8205.Z9 C36 1998

Comparative legal traditions in a nutshell / by Glendon, Gordon, & Carozza.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

K560 .G43 1999

Constitutional civil rights in a nutshell / by Vieira.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KF4750 .V5 1998

Constitutional law in a nutshell / by Barron & Dienes.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KF4550.Z9 B35 1999

Constitutional law in a nutshell / by Barron & Dienes.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KF4550.Z9 B35 2003

Criminal law in a nutshell / by Loewy.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KF9219.3 .L63 2000

Criminal procedure : constitutional limitations in a nutshell / by Israel & LaFave.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KF9619.3 .I8 2001

Environmental law in a nutshell / by Findley & Farber.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KF3775.Z9 F56 2000

European Union law in a nutshell / by Folsom.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KJE949 .F55 1999

Federal disability law in a nutshell / by Tucker.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KF480.Z9 T83 1998

Federal jurisdiction in a nutshell / by Currie.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KF8858.Z9 C87 1999

First Amendment law in a nutshell / by Dienes.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KF4770.Z9 B37 2000

Intellectual property: patents, trademarks, and copyright in a nutshell /by Miller & Davis.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KF2980 .M52 2000

International human rights in a nutshell / by Buergenthal, Shelton, &  Stewart.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

K3240.4 .B84 2002

Introduction to the study and practice of law in a nutshell / by Hegland.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KF273 .H4 2000

Labor and employment arbitration in a nutshell / by Nolan.

Industrial Relations Library (IR). Firestone

KF3425 .N638 1998

Labor law in a nutshell / by Leslie.

Industrial Relations Library (IR). Firestone

KF3369.3 .L39 2000

Land use in a nutshell / by Wright & Gitelman.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KF5698.Z9 W74 2000

Legal research in a nutshell / by Cohen & Olson.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KF240 .C54 2000

Public international law in a nutshell / by Buergenthal & Murphy.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KZ1242.5 .B84 2002

Real property in a nutshell / by Bernhardt & Burkhart.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KF570.Z9 B47 2000

The state and religion in a nutshell / by Berg.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KF4865.Z9 B47 1998

Sports law in a nutshell / by Champion, Jr.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KF3989.Z9 C48 2000
Selected Treatises / Hornbooks

A hornbook is a more detailed treatment of a particular area of the law than a nutshell.  When a nutshell does not provide satisfactory background, try a hornbook.

Conflict of laws / by Eugene F. Scoles ... [et al.].

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KF411 .S28 2000

Constitutional law / by John E. Nowak, Ronald D. Rotunda.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KF4550 .N6 2000

Environmental law / William H. Rodgers, Jr.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KF3775 .R59 1994

The law of domestic relations in the United States / by Homer H. Clark, Jr.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KF504 .C55 1988b

The law of federal courts / by Charles Alan Wright.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KF8840 .W7 1994

The law of oil and gas / by Richard W. Hemingway.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KF1849 .H44 1991b

Prosser and Keeton on the law of torts / W. Page Keeton, et. al.

Public Administration Collection (SF). Firestone

KF1250 .P73 1984

Legal Research Guides

Morris Cohen, Robert C. Berring, and Kent C. Olson, How to Find the Law 9th ed

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF) 

KF240 .C538 1989

Mersky, Fundamentals of Legal Research, 7th ed.

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF) 

KF240 .J3 1998

Legal information : how to find it, how to use it

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF) 

KF240 .O365 1999

Cohen & Olsen, Legal Research in a Nutshell

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF) 

KF240 .C54 2000

LLRX - Law Librarian’s Exchange

http://www.llrx.com/
Well-written research guides prepared by attorneys and law librarians are available by clicking on the link “Resource Centers”

MULTISTATE LEGAL RESEARCH

Martindale-Hubbell Law Digests

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF) [shelved out of sequence]

KF 190 .M3

Contains a summary of each state’s law using the same subject headings for each state so comparison is relatively easy.  Focus tends to be on commercial laws.  Includes citations to state codes.

Subject Compilations of State Laws

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF) (current issue)

Firestone Library (F)  - back issues 1983 forward

KF240 .S795

An annual bibliography of law review articles, reports and other documents that analyze state laws.  Includes brief information on to what extent state law is cited in the particular article.

Uniform Laws Annotated

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)

KF 165 .A5 [Note: shelved out of sequence]

Text of uniform laws proposed to state legislatures including annotations of cases interpreting those laws.  Includes tables listing states that have enacted uniform laws.

National Survey of State Laws, 4th ed.

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF) (current issue)

Firestone Library (F)  - back issues

KF386 .N38 1997

Contains comparison charts of state law on various legal topics.

The Book of the States

General and Humanities Reference – current issue

Firestone Library (F) – back issues

JK2403 .B62 

Additional copies in Stokes Library and Social Science Reference Center

Annual yearbook containing information on state government structure and selected state laws.

Legal information : how to find it, how to use it

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF) 

KF240 .O365 1999

This guide contains a well-written chapter on multistate legal research sources.

INTERNATIONAL AND FOREIGN LAW

International Legal Materials

Firestone Library, Social Science Reference Center (SF)

PITN 001.4935

Also available on Hein On Line and LexisNexis Academic

Foreign Law Guide (electronic resource)

Electronic bibliography of sources of foreign law organized by country.  Each entry contains a brief description of the country’s legal system with citations to primary sources of law both in print and electronic versions when available. At the end of each entry is a list of subject headings with citations to the relevant laws or statutes.   

European Union Documents Research Guide

http://www.princeton.edu/~ssrc/eurefgdpu.html
Guide to Treaty Research 

http://www.princeton.edu/~law/treatyguide.html
Global Legal Information Network (GLIN)

http://www.loc.gov/law/glin/
Contains summaries of selected laws from some foreign nations.

Cornell Legal Information Institute, Foreign Laws

http://www.law.cornell.edu/world/
TIPS ON SEARCHING IN WESTLAW

Use the ‘Terms and Connectors” search mode

Connectors:

Space = OR

& = AND

“  “ = searches words within quotations as a phrase

Date fields:

DA (> 1/1/1920)

DA (< 1/1/1920)

Truncation = ! (exclamation point)

In case law databases, common fields used:

NA = Name of party in a case



Example:  NA(Eldred) & NA(Ashcroft)

JU = Judge 



Example: JU(Scalia)

In law review database, common fields used:

TI = Title

AU = Author



Example: AU(tribe) & AU(Laurence)

PAGE  
1

