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A Brief History
:

	1871
	First course labeled “political science” is offered.

	1883
	Upper-class courses in philosophy of history and political science and graduate coursework in history are offered.

	1884
	Courses are offered in jurisprudence, political economy, public and international law, and English common law.

	1887
	Woodrow Wilson, having recently earned his Ph.D. from Johns Hopkins, writes his classic essay on public administration stressing that the now robust national state of the U.S. requires the application of up-to-date tools of bureaucratic governance in order to maintain its effectiveness.

	1888
	Political Science Quarterly, the first modern political science journal in the U.S. is founded.

	1890
	Woodrow Wilson joins the faculty at Princeton as a professor of jurisprudence. Coursework in political studies is already flourishing.

	1896
	The Department of Philosophy includes history, political science, jurisprudence, and political economy. Wilson delivers his “Princeton in the National Service” speech.

	1898
	Wilson named first McCormick Professor of Jurisprudence. The McCormick Professorship is currently held by Robert George.

	1902
	Wilson becomes President of Princeton University.

	1903
	The American Political Science Association is founded.

	1904
	Princeton undergoes curriculum reorganization. Wilson changes “political science” to “politics” reflecting a shift towards practical application. The Department of History, Politics, and Economics is created with Winthrop M. Daniels as chair.

	1905
	Wilson hires Edward S. Corwin as a preceptor. Corwin will later become renowned as one of the greatest American constitutional scholars.

	1906
	The American Political Science Association begins publication of the American Political Science Review.

	1913
	History and Politics becomes a separate department.

	1918
	Corwin becomes third McCormick Professor of Jurisprudence, succeeding Wilson and W.F. Wiloughby.

	1924
	Politics is established as its own department with Corwin as its first chair, who serves until 1935.

	1930
	The School of Public and International Affairs and the Princeton Survey in State and Local Government are established.

	1932
	Harwood L. Childs joins the faculty to teach public opinion research, he founds the journal Public Opinion Quarterly.

	1930s & 1940s
	Politics curriculum expands to include both domestic and international public affairs.

	1949
	The International Political Science Association is founded under UNESCO sponsorship.

	1950s
	Politics moves towards a scientific approach (behaviorism & quantitative analysis) and towards comparative study of foreign systems and international relations.

	1951
	Wilson Hall is erected on Washington Road near Prospect Avenue to house the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs. The building is moved 100 yards northeast in 1963. 

	1960s
	Politics Department expands to encompass the whole range of politics, both foreign and domestic. Courses focus on such topics as Soviet affairs, sub-Sahara Africa, the Middle East, the American political system, the impact of science on international relations, welfare systems, and political theory. 

	1965
	The new home of the Woodrow Wilson School is completed. Wilson Hall is renamed to Corwin Hall and becomes the home of the Department of Politics and the Center of International Studies. 

	1968
	IBM Chair in International Studies established. The IBM Chair is currently held by Ezra Suleiman.

	1982
	William P. Boswell Professorship of World Politics of Peace and War established. The Boswell Professorship is currently held by Joanne Gowa.


Chairs of the Department of Politics:
	· Edward S. Corwin (1924-1935)

· William S. Carpenter (1935-1946)

· George A. Graham (1946-1949)

· Harold H. Sprout (1949-1952)

· George A. Graham (1952-1955)

· John F. Sly (1955-1959)

· William M. Beaney (1959-1961)

· Marver H. Bernstein (1961-1963)

· Stanley F. Kelley, Jr. (1963-1966)

· Walter M. Murphy (1966-1969)

· Duane F. Lockard (1969-1972)

· Dennis W. Thompson, Acting Chair (1972-1973)


	· Henry Bienen (1973-1976)

· Dennis W. Thompson (1976-1979)

· Michael N. Danielson (1979-1986)

· Fred I. Greenstein (1986-1990)

· R. Douglas Arnold (1990-1995)

· Thomas Romer (1995-1997)

· Jameson W. Doig (1997-2000)

· Jeffrey L. Herbst (2000-2004)

· Nancy Bermeo, Acting Chair (2004-2005)

· Helen V. Milner, Chair & Christopher H. Achen, Associate Chair (2005-    )




Politics Department Today:
· 63 teaching faculty

· About half are also in Woodrow Wilson

· Many recent new hires

· 250 declared undergraduate majors

· Top major for the past four years

· Historically competed with Economics and History for #1 spot

· 75 enrolled graduate students

· 21 of which are 1st years (almost double last year)

· More incoming grads in international relations, political theory, and comparative politics

· Subfields 
· American Politics

· Comparative Politics

· International Relations

· Political Theory 
· Formal & Quantitative Methods (graduate)

· Public Law (graduate)

· Programs of study

· Political Theory (undergrad certificate)
· Political Economy (undergrad & graduate, joint with Economics)
· Political Philosophy (graduate, joint with Classics, History, Philosophy & Religion)
· James Madison Program of American Ideals and Institutions
· Law & Public Affairs Program (joint with Woodrow Wilson & Center for Human Values)

Recognized for Publishing in Political Science: 

Two recent studies of political science publishers ranked Princeton #9 among members of the American Political Science Association in terms of quality
, and #2 among members of the Law & Political Science Section of ACRL in terms of familiarity.
 
Undergraduate Program:

Requirements of the Major (A.B.):

· Potential concentrators must successfully complete at least two Politics courses by the end of the sophomore year.
· Upon declaring the major, students must designate a primary field (theory, American, comparative, or international relations) in which they must take at least three courses. In addition, at least two courses must be taken in a second field, and at least one course must be taken in a third field.
· In the fall of the junior year, students normally participate in junior research workshops, resulting in a fall junior paper. In the spring, they pursue individual research programs, resulting in a spring junior paper.

· Seniors normally write their senior thesis on a topic within the primary field, and take a comprehensive exam that tests their knowledge in the primary field.

· Majors are required to take a Politics course in systematic analysis (a.k.a. quantitative), normally no later than the first semester of the junior year.

Graduate Program:

· Princeton only offers the Ph.D. 
· International Politics was ranked #3 by U.S. News & World Reports in 2005 (tied with Columbia). 
· Political Theory was ranked #2.

Requirements for the Ph.D.:
· Program generally expected to be completed in 5 years. 

· 10-12 seminars taken in first 2 years.
· 1 year-long research seminar in the main field every year. 
· Write at least three research papers in their seminars, and an article-length directed research paper (“591 paper”) in second year. 

· General examination in three fields, usually at the end of the second year. 
· Lead nine precepts (or discussion sections) attached to faculty-taught undergraduate courses during the 5 years of enrollment. 

· Dissertation research normally begins during the third year, after a prospectus has been successfully defended. 
Looking Ahead:

· New department web presence in the works (expected this fall)
· Increased interest in international relations, comparative politics, and political economy
· Further interest in developments in the Middle East, especially Iraq, Iran, Saudi Arabia
· Continued interest in law, especially international law

· Possible increased research in the role of women in politics, and feminist perspectives & critiques of political theory

· Increasing difficulty in classifying research topics by traditional subfields
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� Much of the information in this history is taken from Leitch, Alexander. A Princeton Companion. (Princeton University Press, 1978). Additional material taken from Milner, Helen and Ira Katznelson. Political Science: The State of the Discipline. (American Political Science Association, 2002), the Princeton University Register and other sources.
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