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1. Politics versus policy studies as disciplines

a. Political scientists look to the present to ask What? and Why? about human government

b. Public policy experts look to the future and suggest what initiatives should work to accomplish specific goals

2. Major subfields of Politics

a. American Politics, including all branches of federal, state, and local government

b. Comparative Politics, including the government of other countries

c. International Relations (aka IR), including international organizations

d. Political theory, which has considerable overlap with philosophy

3. Kinds of reference questions

a. Overviews of political bodies

i. Use such databases as (all appear in the Articles & Databases list)
1. Europa World

2. World Factbook (CIA)

3. State Department Background Notes

4. Political Handbook of the World (or any other relevant section of CQ Electronic Library)

5. EIU Country Profiles and Reports

6. ISA Reports & Forecasts (ISA stands for International Strategic Analysis)

ii. Supplement, if necessary with print tools in ready reference, such as

1. Statesman’s Year-Book (Ready Ref : JA51 .S7)

2. International Year Book and Statesmen’s Who’s Who (Ready Ref: 

JA51 .I57)

3. Historical Dictionary of [country] – do title search in Main Catalog

b. Overviews of a topic

i. If the theme is large, do a Main Catalog Guided Search such as terror? encyclopedia? to identify subject encyclopedias
ii. If the user wants an overview of an issue, use the CQ Researcher part of CQ Electronic Library

iii. If the user is either looking for a topic or wants to see the state of research on a topic, search Annual Review of Political Science (current volume is in SSRC reference stacks, JA1 .A73; earlier years on B floor); if using the electronic version, I suggest searching ALL the social sciences titles within the Annual Reviews database, being sure to use Firefox

c. Scholarly articles on a politics topic

i. Start with the Proquest/Ebsco/Wilson databases (consider the PUL QuickSearch option to survey the relative strengths of various databases)
ii. Then direct the user to the core databases under Politics in the database list

iii. Don’t forget JSTOR,  Web of Science, and Google Scholar

d. Other types of sources Politics researchers need and where to start

i. Crime, demographic, election, public opinion (or any other) data
1. Statistical abstract for the country, if one exists in SSRC

2. http://dss.princeton.edu ( browse and explore categories
3. Browse http://www.icpsr.umich.edu ( Find & Analyze Data

4. Main Catalog Guided Search under keywords or phrases for the type of data and country or population of interest, limit by Location to Data and Statistical Services

ii. Development

1. Human Development Report (annual, in SSRC stacks under HD72.H85; also online, do title search in Main Catalog)

2. World Development Indicators (use Articles & Databases)
iii. Opinion polls

1. Search Main Catalog under PUBLIC OPINION – [COUNTRY]

2. ipoll (Roper) and/or Polling the Nations (under Articles & Databases)

iv. Media coverage

1. Newspapers (Articles & Databases ( either Subject or Tool menus or links)
2. Vanderbilt Television News Archive (Articles & Databases)

3. AP Images (has several other/earlier names; best to go to Articles & Databases, then search just ap in the box)

v. Military matters

1. Military Balance (an annual, current volume in SSRC ready reference under UA15 .L652; also electronic, search Main Catalog or use E-Journals list)
2. SIPRI Yearbook : World Armaments and Disarmament (print only; current volume in SSRC ready reference under UA10 .S69a)

4. Practice Questions

a. What is the ethnic population breakdown of India?

b. What is the range of opinion surrounding the issue of health care reform in the U.S.?

c. Where can I find an overview of the World Health Organization, other than its own web site?

