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1915
Carter G. Woodson organized the Association for the Study of Negro Life and 
History.  A year later, he began to publish a scholarly journal, The Journal of 
Negro History.

1942
The Daily Princetonian ran a series of front page editorials entitled “White 
Supremacy at 
Princeton” in which the university was urged to open its doors to 
African-Americans.  The editorials were written by Francis L. "Frank" Broderick 
'43, chairman, and C. Powell Whitehead ’43, editorial co-chair of the Prince.

Federal government opens a Naval Training School at Princeton University.  The 
Navy’s V-12 program admitted four African-American men, three of whom 
earned undergraduate degrees.  The program was designed to select and train 
highly qualified men for commissioning as officers in the Navy.
1947
John Leroy Howard is the first to graduate from the Navy’s V-12 program.
1948
James Everett Ward and Arthur Jewell Wilson, Jr. both admitted to the Navy’s V-
12 program in 1945 graduate in 1948.  The last student was Melvin Lawrence 
Murchison, Jr., who was admitted on August 14, 1945, and left the university on 
October 20, 1945 without graduating.
1951
Joseph Ralph Moss was the first African-American admitted after the war in the 
fall of 1947.  He graduated on June 12, 1951.
1968
Carl A. Fields appointed Associate Dean of the College, the first African-
American dean in Princeton’s history.

Yale University announces the formation of the Afro-American Studies Program.
1969
First Black Studies Program organized in the U.S. at San Francisco State 
University by 
Nathan Hare and James Garrett.

Princeton’s Afro-American Studies Program founded.

Assistant Professor Sheldon Hackney (1965-1975) appointed acting director.  He 
later served as Provost from 1972-1975.

Harvard University moved to establish an Afro-American Studies Program.


Cornell University establishes a Black Studies Program.


University of California, Berkeley created a Department of Ethnic Studies with 
four division: Afro-American, Chicano, Asian, and Native American studies 
divisions.  In 1974, Afro-American studies joined the College of Letters and 
Sciences as the Department of Afro-American Studies.
1971
Third World Center opens on Olden Avenue.
1972
Association of Black Princeton Alumni founded.
1997
Program in Afro-American Studies is renamed the Program in African-American 
Studies.
African American Studies Program Overview

The program in African American Studies is an interdepartmental plan of study for undergraduates who wish to apply the insights and techniques of several disciplines in an effort to understand the experience of people of African ancestry, in the United States in particular.   Twenty-five students received certificates in 2004.
Present and Past Program Chairs:


Sheldon Hackney, acting director (1969-1970)


C. Sylvester Whitaker (1970-1971)


Badi G. Foster *72, acting director (1971-1973)


Howard F. Taylor (1974-1986)


Ruth J. Simmons, acting director (1986-1988)


Cornel West *80 (1988-1992)


Nell Irvin Painter, acting director (1992-1993)


Cornel West *80(1993-1994)


Arnold Rampersad (1994-1997)


Nell Irvin Painter (1997-2000)


Claudia Tate (2000-2001)


Colin Palmer, interim director (2001-2002)


Valerie Smith, who is currently the director (2001-    )

Interdepartmental Committee Faculty

Kwame Anthony Appiah (Philosophy, Center for Human Values & AAS)His interests include philosophy of mind and language, African and African-American intellectual history, and political philosophy. 
Daphne Brooks (English & AAS) Professor Brooks is a specialist in 19th Century United States and African-American literature and culture. Her research interests include trans-Atlantic cultural studies, performance studies, theatre and culture, black feminist theory, and popular music studies. 

Paul DiMaggio (Prog. In Law and Public Policy, Sociology & AAS) His research and teaching interests include organizational analysis, sociology of culture, social stratification, economic sociology, network analysis, sociology of art and literature, and nonprofit organizations. 

Rachel Gabara (Comparative Literature & AAS) areas of interest include twentieth-century African and European (especially Francophone) literature and film, literary theory, film theory, photography, autobiography, and postcolonial studies.
Eddie Glaude *97 (Religion & AAS) Professor Glaude's research interests include American pragmatism, specifically the work of John Dewey, and African American religious history and its place in American public life. 
William Gleason (English & AAS) specializes in 19th and 20th-century American literature, American cultural studies, and popular culture. He has written essays on Thoreau, Chesnutt, Pynchon, Erdrich, Charles Johnson. He is currently working on a study of race, architecture, and American literature.

Sarah Jane Mathieu (History & AAS) Professor Mathieu specializes in 20th Century United States and African American history, with an emphasis on social movements and political resistance. Other research and teaching interests include 19th and 20th century American labor history; African American migration to Canada, Central America, and Europe; race, gender, and sport; racial violence during the Great War Era; and the internationalization of Jim Crow practices during interwar years. 

Toni Morrison (Humanities Council & AAS) is recognized as one of the most influential writers in American literary history. She teaches in the Creative Writing Program and is the founder of the Princeton Atelier, which brings to campus renowned artists from all fields to collaborate with students on original performances, productions and exhibitions. She is the recipient of numerous awards, including the 1989 Pulitzer Prize for Beloved, the 1993 Nobel Prize for Literature, and the 2000 National Humanities Medal.

Nell Irvin Painter (History & AAS) One of the country's leading historians, Professor Painter specializes in 19th and 20th Century American history, southern history, gender, iconography, and the construction of whiteness. Her interdisciplinary focus has been seminal to the development of African American studies as a field of study. 

Colin Palmer (History & AAS) Professor Palmer's research interests include African American history, colonial Latin America and the Caribbean, and the African diaspora. He has stood at the forefront of the emergence of the African diaspora as a distinct field of scholarly inquiry. 

Albert J. Rabateau (Religion & AAS) Professor Rabateau is one of the nation's foremost scholars of African American religious history. His research and teaching have focused specifically on American Catholic history and African-American religious movements. He is currently co-director of a Documentary History of African-American Religion. 

Noliwe Rooks (AAS) Professor Rooks is the Associate Director of Program in African American Studies. Her research interests include the study of class and gender in African American communities during the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries, as well as African American history more broadly defined. 
Carolyn Rouse (Anthropology & AAS) Professor Rouse specializes in medical anthropology, visual anthropology, resistance, critical race theory, and consciousness. 

Cecilia Rouse (Economics & AAS) Professor Rouse's primary research and teaching interests are in labor economics with a particular focus on the economics of education. Her current research includes studies of Florida's school accountability system and randomized evaluations of the use of computers in schools. 

Valerie A. Smith (English, WS & AAS) Professor Smith returned to Princeton from UCLA in 2001 and is the current Director of the Program in African American Studies. She is a specialist in African American literature and culture, with specific interests in black feminist theory and film studies. She is currently writing a book on memory and the Civil Rights Movement.

Howard F. Taylor (Sociology & AAS) Professor Taylor has taught at Princeton since 1973. His teaching and research interests include social psychology, small groups, Afro-American studies, sociology of education, and research methods. He has recently conducted research on African-American leadership and elites.

Cornel West *80 (Religion & AAS) Professor West returned to Princeton in 2002. He served as director of the Program in African American Studies from 1988 to 1994. His teaching and research interests include philosophy of religion and cultural criticism. Professor West's current projects include a book entitled "The Tragic, the Comic, and the Political," and an examination of the cultural nexus between Anton Chekov and John Coltrane. 
Faculty with research interests in African-American Studies

History:

Kevin Kruse specializes in the political, social, and legal history of the 20th century United States, with a particular interest in conflicts of race and rights. His other research and teaching interests include Southern identities and ideologies, the constitutional evolution of civil liberties and civil rights, and the origins of modern American conservatism. 

Office of Population Research:
Joshua R. Goldstein (Sociology and Public Affairs)  Interests: social demography, family demography, methodology, historical demography, race and ethnicity.

Douglas S. Massey (Sociology and Public Affairs)  Interests: demography, urban sociology, race and ethnicity, international migration, Latin American society, particularly Mexico.

Mario L. Small (Sociology) Interests: inequality and culture, urban poverty and immigration, neighborhood effects, higher education.
Program in Theater and Dance:
Dyane Harvey is a dance educator, performing artist, choreographer, and certified Pilates instructor. She has taught a course with Ze’eva Cohen which explores the influences of African dance on the American Dance scene.  Dyane is a founding member of Forces of Nature Dance Theatre Company, and has appeared nationally and internationally with concert dance companies. 
Politics:

Evan Liberman explores comparative politics, especially in developing countries, comparative research methods, identity (racial/ethnic/national) politics, health policy, and tax policy. He is currently working on a study of the politics of AIDS around the world, and various projects concerned with comparative research methods. He is faculty director of the Princeton AIDS Initiative.

Tali Mendelberg specializes in political communication; race; public opinion; political psychology; experimental methods.
Karen Stenner Her research interests include political psychology and political behavior generally, (specifically with an emphasis on) authoritarianism, racism, and political and moral intolerance; racial and gender stereotyping and prejudice; political efficacy, trust, interest, and participation; personality and politics; candidate evaluation, presidential character; mass media and politics; the psychology of persuasion; public opinion and political ideology.      

Psychology:
Susan T. Fiske researches how stereotyping, prejudice, and discrimination are encouraged or discouraged by social relationships, such as cooperation, competition, and power.  

J. Nicole Shelton concentrates on understanding prejudice and discrimination from the target's perspective. 

Religion:

R. Marie Griffith specializes in American religious history, with focal interests in women and gender, ethnography, and bodily disciplines. 

Sociology:

Elizabeth M. Armstrong is interested in the sociology of medicine, social problems, health policy, and the history of medicine and public health. Her current research includes a social history of pregnancy and prenatal care in the U.S., a study of the determinants and consequences of media and political attention to diseases, and an investigation of the relationship between self-efficacy and health outcomes. 

Sara Curran studies family demography, development, and population and environment. 

Mitchell Duneier studies social interaction, poverty, inequality, and urban sociology. Among the classes he teaches are a new freshman seminar on the ghetto, a graduate seminar on ethnography, and survey courses on race and ethnicity and introductory sociology. 

Patricia Fernandez-Kelly  is a social anthropologist with an interest in international development. She has written on migration, economic restructuring, women in the labor force, and race and ethnicity. Her latest project is a study of fifty African-American families living in poverty.

Josh Goldstein is a demographer with interest in race and ethnicity and in the demography of marriage, divorce, and remarriage. His current research includes projects on nuptiality time-trends in the United States and on regimes of racial terminology in the United States. 

Douglas S. Massey  His research focuses on international migration, race and housing, discrimination, education, urban poverty, and Latin America, especially Mexico. 

Sara McLanahan directs the Bendheim-Thoman Center for Research on Child Wellbeing and is a principal investigator on the Fragile Families and Child Wellbeing Study. Her research interests include family demography, poverty and inequality, and social policy. 

Mario Luis Small has interests in urban poverty, social capital, neighborhood institutions, inequality and culture, social theory, and higher education. He is working with Laura Stark on childcare access among the poor in urban settings; with Sandra Smith (NYU) on shifts over time in network composition among the poor and middle class; and with Monica McDermott (Stanford) on the distribution of organizational resources across neighborhoods.

Marta Tienda  is interested in labor markets, ethnic stratification, immigration, poverty and social demography. Her current research focuses on race, ethnic and gender variation in the transition from school to work and the paradox of birth outcomes among immigrants. 
