1.  Linda Oppenheim

Lurie, Maxine N. and Mappen, Marc. Encyclopedia of New Jersey. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 2004.

(SSRC) F132.E52 2004

The encyclopedia compiles information about every aspect of the state, particularly its places and people.  There is an article about each of the 566 municipalities and 21 counties, which summarizes the place’s history and significance as well as giving geographic and demographic details.  There are biographical articles for people who were born, lived or worked in the state and entries about the ethnic and racial groups represented in the state.  Many companies, associations and other organizations have individual entries.  A strength of this work lies in its illustrations which include more than 600 pictures and 150 maps, though there is no separate listing of them.  All articles are signed and many have brief bibliographies.

2.  Susan White

Encyclopedia of Violence: Origins, Attitudes Consequences.  (New York: Facts on File, 1993).
(SSRC Ref) HM291 .D4857 1993

One volume overview of public and domestic violence. Direct quotes, numerous references within the text, cross references, and statistics develop, confirm, and explain various topics, which range from family and school violence to bias crimes to public issues likes gun control, drug abuse, and the death penalty  The author offers an overview of public and domestic violence from her perspective of having been executive director of two mental health and family counseling agencies.  She suggests that all acts of violence have two things in common: males usually commit them, and their actions are political in nature as well as personal because victims are hurt mentally as well as physically.
Encyclopedia of Violence, Peace & Conflict.  (San Diego: Academic Press, 1999).  3 volumes.
(SSRC Ref) HM886 .E53 1999

A vast introductory work dealing with manifestations of violence in all segments of society.  Includes more than 190 multidisciplinary articles written by 200 eminent contributors from around the world.  Contains 1,000 cross-references and more than 2,000 bibliography entries for further reading.  Entries arranged alphabetically, article outline and glossary of key terms begin each article.

Violence in America: An Encyclopedia.  (New York: Scribner, 1999).  3 volumes.
(SSRC Ref) HN90 .V5 V5474 1999

This three-volume set on the social, historical, biological, and cultural aspects of violence in the United States offers 600 entries on topics ranging from violence, homicide, and race and ethnicity to women, child abuse, labor and unions, sociobiology, "ultimate fighting," television, gun violence, and various events and persons.  Violence is defined not only as "physical, emotional, or psychological" injury but also as the threat of injury to individuals, animals, property, or environment. Ranging from 500 to 5000 words, the signed entries are by academics in criminal justice, history, psychology, sociology, and English, among other disciplines. Has a carefully constructed index, bibliographies, some 350 photographs, and useful appendixes.
3.  Bobray Bordelon

Findling, John E. and Kimberly D. Pelle.  Encyclopedia of the Modern

Olympic Movement.  Westport, CT:  Greenwood Press, 2004.

(SSRC) GV721.5.H546 2004

While there are many works and websites that focus on the scores and players, this encyclopedia puts each of the games of the modern Olympics into a political, social, economic, and historical context.  Included are the relevance of site selection and development, controversies, and economic and political consequences.   Each of the summer and winter games are analyzed.  Also included are biographies of the International Olympic Committee presidents, as well as essays on the International Olympic Committee, the U.S. Olympic Committee, and the role of the Olympics on television and in film.  Each signed essay includes a bibliography and an overall bibliography is also provided.

4.  Mary George

Magazines for Libraries.  New Providence, NJ: Bowker, 1969– 

Location: (DR) Ready Reference Z6941 .M23 for CURRENT edition (12th, published 2003); previous editions in ReCAP, but we lack some of them; 13th edition expected December 2004

I use this directory at least once a week to help users identify well-regarded popular periodicals and scholarly journals for their research.  I also recommend it to graduate students wanting to submit a seminar paper or dissertation chapter for publication. The categories are marvelous for this and the annotations sufficiently detailed to provide the flavor of each serial.  The selection criteria for the approximately 6,900 titles seem exactly right: most are in English and would be found at a mid-sized public library or good liberal arts institution. The first section, on abstracts and indexes, serves me as a memory jog when someone asks about identifying articles in a field I’m not familiar with.  My other favorite classifications are “General Editorial” and “News and Opinion.” Easy place to find the political persuasion and reputation of a periodical.  Front matter gets more detailed with each edition; the analyses it provides can be helpful for collection development.  A real winner with something for everyone

