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	Current Population Survey (CPS) (March Income Supplement)


	Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP)
	Panel Study of Income Dynamics

(PSID)

	Source
	Bureau of Labor Statistics
	Census Bureau
	Institute for Social Research

	Sample size and design
	60,000 households; (households rotate out) 

Cross-sectional.
	14,000 to ~40,000 households; (new panels created periodically).

Longitudinal.
	~8,000 families; (over- represents low-income families; adds descendant households). Longitudinal.

	Date began
	1940
	1983
	1968

	Frequency
	Monthly (Base + supplements¹)
	Continuing
	Annual (1968-1996); Biennial (1997 to present)

	Documentation
	BLS Handbook of Methods, chapt. 1; CPS Topics Index
	Technical Documentation; Questionnaires
	Documentation

	Sample designed to be representative within states?
	Yes
	No
	No

	Income data
	Data for prior calendar year for about 35 cash and in-kind Sources
	Data for about 70 cash and in-kind Sources at each 4- month wave, with monthly reporting for most Sources
	Data for prior calendar year for about 25 cash and in-kind Sources with specific months received

	Tax data
	None
	Information to determine federal, state, and local income taxes; payroll taxes; property taxes
	Information to determine federal, state, and local income taxes; payroll taxes; property taxes

	Asset-holdings data
	None, except home ownership
	Detailed inventory of real and financial assets and liabilities; more frequent measures for assets relevant for assistance programs
	Information about home value and mortgage debt; occasional information about saving behavior and wealth

	Expenditure data
	None
	Information on previous month’s out-of-pocket medical care costs, shelter costs (mortgage or rent and utilities), dependent care costs, and child support payments
	


National Longitudinal Surveys (NLS)
Scope
Labor market activity

Source 
Bureau of Labor Statistics


Type 
Longitudinal

Date began 1966

Documentation NLS Handbook; Documentation
Topics “work, family, educational experience, home ownership status, pensions, delinquency, basic demographic information, school characteristics, coursework, attendance records, aptitude and achievement scores from standardized tests, and pensions. (“Microdatabases: Economic,” International Encyclopedia of the Social & Behavioral Sciences, 2004)

· National Longitudinal Survey of Youth 1997 (NLSY97)-- Survey of young men and women born in the years 1980-84; respondents were ages 12-17 when first interviewed in 1997. Frequency: 10 annual rounds (1997-2008). Sample size: 9000

· National Longitudinal Survey of Youth 1979 (NLSY79)-- Survey of men and women born in the years 1957-64; respondents were ages 14-22 when first interviewed in 1979. Frequency: annual, 1979 to 1994; biennial, 1994— present Sample size: 12,686

· NLSY79 Children and Young Adults-- Survey of the biological children of women in the NLSY79. Frequency: 11 biennial rounds

· National Longitudinal Surveys of Young Women and Mature Women (NLSW)—Sample size: The Young Women's survey includes ~ 5000 women who were ages 14-24 when first interviewed in 1968. The Mature Women's survey includes ~5000 women who were ages 30-44 when first interviewed in 1967. Frequency: These surveys are now conducted simultaneously in odd-numbered years.

· National Longitudinal Surveys of Young Men and Older Men-- The Young Men's survey, which was discontinued in 1981, includes ~5200 men who were ages 14-24 when first interviewed in 1966. The Older Men's survey, which was discontinued in 1990, includes ~5000 men who were ages 45-59 when first interviewed in 1966.
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National Education Longitudinal Study (NELS)

Source

National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) 
Type


Longitudinal
Dates


1988 base survey, 1990, 1992, 1994, and 2000 follow-ups; “Duration of each panel ranges from 2 ½ years to 4 years.”
Documentation

Quick Guide, Questionnaires
Survey Unit

Nationally (civilian noninstitutionalized) representative sample of eighth-graders as of 1988; respondents’ parents, teachers, school administrators

Sample Size

approximately 14,000 to 36,700 households 
Topics

“school, work, and home experiences; educational resources and support; the role in education of their parents and peers; neighborhood characteristics; educational and occupational aspirations; and other student perceptions. . . . smoking, alcohol and drug use and extracurricular activities. . . . achievement tests in reading, social studies, mathematics and science.” (NELS web site)
	
	Common Core of Data (CCD)
	Schools and Staffing Survey (SASS)
	Private School Universe Survey (PSS)
	Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS)

	Sample size and design
	97,00 public elementary and secondary schools; 18,000 public school districts
	Public, private, BIA/tribal school personnel, e.g. 50,000 public, 10,000 private, 700 BIA teachers
	30,000 private schools
	Post-secondary educational institutions (academic, vocational, professional) applying or participating in federal student financial aid

	Date began
	1980
	1985
	1989
	1993 (preceded by HEGIS 1966-1986)

	Frequency
	Annual
	Periodic
	Biennial
	Three times/year

	Documentation
	
	Questionnaires
	Data and documentation
	Documentation ("Data Products")

	Topics
	Enrollment by grade and student characteristics, number of classroom teachers, state-aggregated fiscal data, school district fiscal data
	Teacher demand and shortage, teacher compensation, principals’ and teachers’ perceptions of school climate and problems, district hiring practices.
	Religious orientation; length of school year, length of school day; total enrollment (K-12); number of high school graduates, whether a school is single-sexed or coeducational and enrollment by sex; number of teachers employed
	Institutional characteristics, completions, twelve-month enrollment, human resources, finance, student financial aid, graduation rates


